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BUNBURY SCHOOLS 

Statement by Minister for Education 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [2.04 pm]: The staging of the regional 
Parliament in Bunbury this week coincides with a raft of initiatives that are taking place in classrooms in schools 
around the city and surrounding districts. Perhaps the most exciting has been the selection of Manea Senior 
College and Kingston Primary School amongst the 34 schools to be Western Australia’s first independent public 
schools—schools that will be empowered with greater freedom to make decisions best suited to the needs of 
their students and local communities. I have officially opened both schools this week and was impressed by the 
quality of education already being provided at those locations.  

Country members will be particularly interested in a partnership that has been established this year between 
Kingston Primary School and Edith Cowan University. Under the program, 10 teacher undergraduates undertake 
their final year of study at Kingston Primary School under the supervision of Kingston teachers. These students 
have undertaken, on graduation, to take up positions in rural Western Australia. Elsewhere in Bunbury, the state 
government’s record schools capital works program is set to benefit local students, teachers and school 
communities. For example, $4 million is being spent on Bunbury Primary School for an administration upgrade, 
an extension to 12 classrooms, a toilet upgrade for staff and junior students, new activity areas, the staffroom, 
collegiate rooms, conference rooms, cleaners’ store and storerooms, the refurbishment of the existing library, the 
resurfacing of the basketball courts, and landscaping. At Withers Primary School we are spending $1.6 million 
on a new administration block and hard courts. At South Bunbury Primary School we have committed $1 million 
to refurbish the existing library, administration block, medical room, staffroom and canteen, and to build a new 
stage, ramps, and bitumen car park. We are spending $2 million on an administration and student services 
upgrade at Bunbury Senior High School.  

Inside the classrooms, there have been many outstanding educational achievements in the Bunbury region that 
are worth mentioning, such as the sports leadership and values program at Adam Road Primary School and 
Carey Park Primary School, and Lorraine Ellis from Newton Moore Senior High School being named National 
Eureka Science Teacher of the Year. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I would like to congratulate the secondary schools in the Bunbury area that have come 
together to form an alliance called the Bunbury Secondary Schools and South West Learning Project. As part of 
the process, Bunbury secondary schools will operate from a common timetable structure, having the same 
starting and finishing times. Finally, students in any Bunbury school will be able to enrol in subjects being 
delivered by internet technology across the district.  

Several members interjected. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I thought members would be interested in Bunbury schools.  
 


